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tainly are ugly facts in the world, and dangerous problems in industry, 
society and state, which must be grappled with. Is it well that pupils 
be turned out of school not even suspecting their existence? In 
the shock of the inevitable discovery is there not danger of moral ship- 
wreck through the loss of ideals? 

The maps call for special mention. Unlike most maps in school 
histories, they are the product of painstaking investigation and will 
bear minute examination. They are also fairly numerous, though more 
might have been included with advantage. The division of space by 
periods is also a notable feature, being altogether the best to be found 
in any school history. Before 1776, however, the cross division by 
colonies and by centuries produces on the reader the impression of 
diffuseness and repetition. If possible, the sections on the 17th and 
1 8th centuries should be consolidated and the space considerably 
reduced. 

The Teachers Manual contains many valuable suggestions to 

teachers, together with additional bibliographical references. In a 

second edition it is to be hoped that "suggestive questions " will be 

added, which contribute so much of value. 

Edward Van Dyke Robinson. 
Rock Island, III. 



The German Higher Schools. By James E. Russell, Ph.D. 
Longmans, Green & Co. 

Those readers of the School Review who followed the valuable 
articles on the German higher schools, published in the School 
Review in 1894, 1896, and 1897, are already aware of the thorough- 
ness and scholarly insight with which Dr. Russell carried on his 
investigations in German secondary education, The book before us 
treats the whole subject of German higher schools in the same scholarly 
and admirable manner, making use of the material in the articles above 
referred to, but adding a great deal more. The book begins with a 
historical sketch of the beginnings of German schools, the origin and 
rise of the present school system, covering in all the period from 718 
down to modern times. This is followed by a minute description of 
the actual workings of the secondary schools in Germany today, a 
chapter being given to the methods of instruction in each of the lead, 
ing branches of study, while the rules, regulations and customs- 
examinations and privileges, student life, professional training of 



374 THE SCHOOL REVIEW 

teachers, appointment, promotions, and emoluments of teachers, tend- 
encies of school reform, merits and demerits of German secondary 
education, each receive appropriate treatment in a separate chapter. 
We know of no better treatment of the historical side of the question 
than that which Professor Russell has given us in the first 150 pages 
of his book. The author has not only mastered the literature of the 
subject, but has succeeded in arranging events in admirable perspective, 
and in bringing out the important facts into clear relief. 

This book represents not only the labor of the scholar, but also 
the art of the teacher in a clear presentation of the subject-matter. It 
would be easy to make a book on the German schools in which the 
accumulation of facts should obscure their interpretation ; but out of 
the vast wealth of materials available to select the really significant and 
important matters and state them as clearly and convincingly as Dr. 
Russell has done is a notable achievement. Whoever wishes now to 
know the facts about the German higher schools must go to this book 
as a source of information. For American readers it possesses great 
immediate value, but it has a higher value still in the model that it 
offers for pedagogical writing and investigation, and in the stimulus 
that it should afford to others to take up the work in the spirit and 
along the lines that mark Dr. Russell's work. Almost every mail 
brings to one's desk some new pedagogical book. Many of them are 
of such a character that the only wonder is that there are not more of 
them, for almost anyone ought to be able to write such books, with a 
little leisure and enough ink and paper. There is no more fatally 
seductive field for authorship than pedagogy. It is so easy to collect 
a few miscellaneous essays, give them a resonant title, and send them 
forth with a parting prayer in the preface that they may contribute 
their share toward the uplifting of the human race ; but it is another 
matter to spend years of patient labor in accumulating and mastering 
materials covering a wide field before presenting results to the world, 
and before such an undertaking all but the bravest spirits shrink 
appalled. Such a work Dr. Russell has accomplished, and it will be a 
tonic to our pedagogical literature. 

C. H. Thurber. 



